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The Right Reverend Father in God 


JOHN 
LORD BISHOP OF LINCOLN; 


AND TO 


The Reverend the CLERGY 


OF 


The e County of Huntingdon. 


THIS DISCOURSE 
Publiſhed at their Requeſt 
Is moſt humbly Inſcribed, 


BY 


His Lox psn1e's dutiful Son, 


And their affectionate Brother, 


JOHN PENNINGTON. 
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1 Tm. iv. 16, 
Take heed unto thy felf, and unto thy 


Doctrine; continue in them: for in 


doing this thou ſhalt both ſave thy 


ſelf, and them that hear thee. 


HIS is the . of Paul to T; ;mothy, 
whom he had ordained a Biſhop, and a 
Preacher in the Church of Chriſt; Advice of 
no little Concern and Importance to him, to 
whom it was given ; inaſmuch as he tells 0520] 


that his own Salvation, and the Salvation of 
other People depended upon the Obſeryance of 


it. 
The Words do not require either a long pre- 


face, or a long Comment, to let us into the 


Meaning of them; they have but little Con- 
nection with the Verſes before; and are, by 
themſelves, plain and eaſy to be underſtood. 

For to fake heed unto Himſelf, was to be very 
careful and circumſpect in his Morals; that his 
Life and Converſation might be altogether ſuch 


as became a good Chriſtian. To take heed unto 


bis Doctrine, was to be careful and circumfpe& 
4 in 


CSF 
in his Sermons; that his Doctrine might be 
ſound and good, agreeable to that of Chriſt; 
ſuch as would inſtruct the People in the Princi. 
ples, and Duties of Chriſtianity; and that in 
ſach a Manner, as to convince” them of the 
Truth, and perſuade them to the Practice of it, 
To continue in them, was to be oonſtant both in 
preaching ſound Doctrine, and in living agree- 
ably to the Doctrine he preached; becauſe the 
one would recommend; and enforce the other; 
and be the happy Means of. /aving- himſelf, and 
them that heard him: — them that heard bim, not 
with the outward Ear only, but (as the original 
Word often means, and as it muſt mean here) 
them that heard him, as they ought to hear, 
with an honeſt, and good beart; and a ſincere | 
Deſign to practiſe what was taught them. — 
To all ſuch Hearers the true Doctrine of Chriſt, 
enforced with the good Life of him that prench⸗ 
ed it, would be an effectual Means of Salvation; 
er in doing this be. ſhould 0 Jeve a 4 . and 
them that beard him. 
This ſeems to be the true al full Alanine 

of the Text; and I need not tell any of you, 
my Brethren, what ſhould be the Plan of a 
Diſcourſe upon it: You all know, that it ſhould 
be to recommend and enforce the Advice con- 
tained i in it. So that if Fe Text. be ae to 
the 


. (73 


8 ie neden Ofen, IThave good Authority for 
I. making my Diſcourſe ſuitable to the Text. 
in And äf we, who are put in Truſt with the 
Coſpel, haue the fame Authority to preach, as 
Tinathy had; if our on Salvation, and that 
of other People depends upon our Lives, and 
arine 3: we muſt! take the Advice to 


- our 5 

s urfelves; we are all equally concerned in the 

- obſervance of it; we are all equally affected 

1 with the Importance of it. It may therefore with 
ot Wl Propriety and Truth be ſaid to every one of us, 

al Lake herd unto thy ſelf, and unto thy Doctrine; 

e) ¶ ne in them for in doing this thou ſhalt 
ir, becb ſave thy ſelf, aud tbem that hear thee,” 


In the Text thus applied, we muſt _— 
I. The Day it preſcribes; ©1317 * | 
II. The Reward 1 it. 3 a our Encou- 

agents. Gini 0+ 4 it 

I. The Duty it preſerves is f0 take lied to 

nd Wl firſebves, i.e. to our oν Lives; that we be 

500d Men, exact and exemplary i in the Practice f 

of alk Chtiſtian Virtues.— Not that tis is pe- 

culiar to us that preach; it is the common 

Duty of all you that hear; for your Profeſſion, 

| as: Chriſtians," obliges you to take heed 10 our 

lber; l. e, to let your Converſation be as be. 
tmethight Goſpel of Chrift ; 4 a, Evil, and > 
the yy Appearance of it, that you may give no 

Offence 


1 
Offence t4 any Man ; to % good Wotkt, that you 
may provoke others to do them; to be blamele 9 
and harmleſs, without Rebuke, and ſhine as 
Lights in the World, that you may by Example 


propagate Religion and Virtue in it; And this | 
Obligation. riſes upon you in Proportion to the 


Stations and Circumſtances you are in, and the 
Gifts and Talents you have: For as by theſs 
Means your Example is of greater Extent, and 
may have greater Influence upon the Morals 
of other People; ſo in all theſe. Things you 
are Stewards under God, and accountable to him 
for the good or bad Uſe you make of them. 

Thus it is with Vu. But ĩt is much more 
ſo with Us, who are ordained, or ſet apart to 
be the Teachers of the People: For as the 


' Buſineſs of our Office is to inform, the Under- 


Nanding, and influence the Will; to inſtrud 


Men in the Knowledge of what is good, and 


perſuade them to the Practice of it; how can 


we do this with Succeſs, if we are deſective ing 


that which is good? much leſs, if we are Fil 
lowers of that which is evil? — It may be ſaid 


and his Oratory will avail but litle, if his om 


Life contradicts both? What comes from hin" 


f acer 


as we 
do not 
tay, v 


bur Di 
that a bad Man may . preach good Doctrine; 


and have the Art of Oratory to ſet it off, Bul 
may it not be ſaid again, that his Doctrine 


e 


maß 


(9) 

| may reach the Ear, but will never affe& the 
Heat F and if the Heart js not affected by it, 
how can it produce a any good Fruit ? — For it 
Y an 9 N Maxim, ** that before you can 
15 rlugde ; a Man into, any Opinion, you muſt 
ſt convince him that you believe it your 

{ lf: 125 If it be ſo in Matters of common Life, 
it is much 1 more ſo in Matters of Religion; that 


the Principle | of future Rewards; and requires 
Men to deny themſelves many Things in this 
World, in Hope « of a Recompence for it in the 
| next. . 

If. e then, who preach this Religion and 
preſs it upon the People, and who by our 


know beſt the Truth and Importance of it; if 
we, 1 fay, live agreeable to the Precepts of it, 

the People will naturally conclude that we are 
lincere 1 in what we ſay; ; and that They muſt live, 

5 we do, that they may be ſaved. But if we 
do not live fo, will they not be inclined to think, 

my, will they not have Cauſe to ſuſpect, that 
dur Doctrine i is not true, or not of ſuch Impor- 
kince as we fay it is? And with ſuch a Preju- 
Face ; againſt us, how earneſt ſoever we may be 
octrinqn perſuading, we ſhall- never prevail \ with them 
is owl: » do, What they ſee we ourſelves do not, For 


ma 


Religion, which teaches the ſtricteſt Morals upon 


Education and Employment, are ſuppoſed to 


0 


610) 


as long as the firſt and beſt Rule of Oratory is 
wanting, that of our own. good Life, all the 
Rules of Art will-fail us; and we, * never 


be able to do any gooe. 


The Apoſtle therefore, who well ww the | 


Eficacy of a good Life in a Chriſtian Preacher 


begins his Advice to Timothy, with faking beed 
to Himſelf. And here muſt every Chriſtian | 


Preacher, as well as Timothy, begin, if he 
would preach with any Succeſs, For we muſt 


firſt take Care, that we be good Men ourſelves, | 
beſore we can hope to make others fo; we muſt | 
ſtady to be Guides as well as Teachers, and | 


ſhew by our Lives, as well as by our Sermon; 


what Manner of Perſons Chriſtians yr to be 


in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs, 


As this muſt keep us from every Thing that 
is evil,” it muſt keep us alſo from every Thing | 


that has the Appearance of it ; and abridge us 
in many Things, in which we have Liberty: 


leſt the Uſe of our Liberty ſhould / offend any | 
that « are weak, It is the Apoſtle”: s Rule to ol}, | 
and eſpecially to us, that we give 10 Offence 


either to the Tew, or to the Gentile, or to the 
Charch of ( God, i. e. either to them that believe, 
or to them that believe not: And it requires 
great Prudence and good Underſtanding to know 


what 18 expedient in all ſuch Caſes; that we may 
| be 


er 


1 


be blameleſs in the Sight of Men, as well as in 


the Sight of God ; and no one may have. any evil 
Thing to ſay, or ſo much as to ſuſpect of us. 
So far muſt we take beed to Ourſelves, that we 
may be Enſumples to the Flock; that we may be 
Patterns F all good Works ; and give no'Offence 
in an Thing, that the Miniſtry be not blamed. — 
This good Wanne 1 laid, we muſt | in hoy 
xv: or 


Jae bed fo our Doſing); that it * PRE 


ede in all things agreeable to the Doctrine 


of Chriſt; we muſt neither conceal or diſguiſe 
the Truth; but teach Men plainly, what they 
muſt do to be ſaved; and upon what Principle 
they muſt do it, that they may be ſaved. 

We may preach many Things that are good, 
which yet have Nothing of Chriſtianity in 
tem; the Principles and Duties of Morality 
are both good, ſo far as. they can lead us; but 
they cannot lead us to Heaven; they may 
through the Mercy of God fave an honeſt 
Heathen, who never heard of Chriſt; but they 


cannot fave them who have heard of Him; for 
(as Dr. Scott well obſerves, in his Book called 


TH rien Life) 12 ber AN Au hath 


| " we oy "by 8 Mien, unkefs we 3 : 
dit; and if we believe it, we cannot, be, good 
* Chriſtians, unleſs we practiſe upon it. 


B 2 For 


(72) 
For the Goſpel opens to us a new, and won- 
derful Scene of Knowledge; a Scene, that reaches 
from Earth to Heaven; and from the Begin- 
ning of the World to the End of it; and diſco- 
vers to us (what human Nature wanted, but 
what. human Reaſon could not diſcover) the 
Way and Means, by which we are to be made 
happy for ever. Here we ſee, that we are not 
now in the ſame State, in which we were firſt 
created; nor able of ourſelves to attain that Hap- | 
pineſs, for which we were firſt deſigned ; but | 
that we are by Nature corrupt, liable to Sin, 
and Death, and the Diſpleaſure of God; and | 
from Nature alone can have no Remedy for 
theſe Evils. — But through the Mercy of God, 
and the Merits of Chriſt, who came to put away | 
Sin, to reconcile us to God, to aboli iſh Death, and | 
to bring Life and Immortality to Light, we have | 
the Promiſe of the Pardon of Sin, of a Reſur- | 
rection from Death, and of eternal Life and Hap- | 
pineſs 1 in Heaven. So the Apoſtle teaches, that | 
we are ble „ with all ſpiritual Bleſſings, and | 
made to ft in W Places through Ls 
Jes. 

This is the Doctrine of the Goſpel, as we | 
find in almoſt every Page of it; ſo that we muſt | 
take heed;” that we preach the fame Doctrine; 
ang teach' Me en not 7o truſt to their on Righte- 


 ouſneſs, 


oufneſt;" but ro the Righneouſucſ of Faith ; not 
0 their otun Works, but to the Grace and Mercy 
of God in Jeſus Chriſt; becauſe the ſame Apoſtle 
declates, fhat by Grace wwe are ſaved through 
faith; ani that not of eur ſelves, it is the Gift 
God rot of Works, le ft any Man ſhould boaſt. 

On the other Hand, as the Grace of God 
which btingeth Salvation teaches the Neceſſity 
of Faith, it teaches alſo the Neceſſity of good 
Works; 9 for it teaches us, that denying all Un- 4 
gidlineſs end 22 Luſts, we muſt live ſoberly, * 
righteouſly, and zodly, i in this preſent World, that 
we may be capable of Happineſs ; in the next: ö 
If our Faith has not ſuch Effect upon us, as to 1 
purify our Nature, and renew us in the Sprrit 
if our Minds, we cannot through Chriſt be ad- 
mitted to eternal Life; we have the Apoſtle' 8 
Word for it (and the Whole Tenour of the Goſ- 
pel confirms it) that as Works without Faith 
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* 1 are dead, ſo Paith without Works is dead alſo. .. 
Ne che Goſpel then be the Word of Truth; ; 
id nud Truth be uniform and conſiſtent with i it ſelf, 
5 we muſt be careful to keep it fo; and teach all 

MW en, that it is neceſſary to We in Chriſt; and 
"Cc chat / that believe in Chriſt, muſt be careful to 
ſt maintain good Works, — And as the Knowledge 
54 of Salvation, and the Means of attaining it, are 
= 


only to be learned in the Scripture; and the Scrip- 
| ture- 


(14) 
ture- Doctrine is beſt expreſſed in the Language 
of Scripture; it ſhould be our prineipal Study 
to enrich ourſelves. with this Knowledge, that 


we may communicate it to the People; and 
ſhew by our Doctrine, that we are true and 


able Miniſters of Jeſus Chrift, — So far the Text 


obliges us to take heed to our Doctrine; and & | 


far it obliges me to put you in Mind of it. But 


it will not become me to ſay more upon the 
Method of Preaching: That Inſtruction will 
come better from One more able to give it; and | 


from Him we ſhall all this wy HA Wat Plea- 
ſure and Profit receive it, * 2597 
But you will excuſe me if I add a Words 


upon the Manner of Preaching; to which I am | 


led by a new Book, called Britiſh Education. + 


In which ſo much is faid' in Praiſe of -Oratory, | 


as tends not a little to the Diſpraiſe of the Clergy, 
and though cr Office is ſpoken of with very 
great Reſpect, we ate ſpoken of with very little 

becauſe & we are altogether unequal for the Diſ- 


charge of it.” For it is ſaid, that without | 


the Power of ſpeaking, and Skill in Oratory, 
** (which few or none of us are allowed to have) 
wud the End of our Inſtitution can never be an- 


% * This de to His Lordſhip 8 Chains: (which. 1 had heard 
in another Place, and knew would be the ſame) upon the Method 
of Preaching.” + Britiſh Education, by Thomas Sheridan, A.M. 
deo. London 1756. 


ce ſwered; 


heard 
let bod 


red; 


« ſwered; that deprived of theſe, the Pulpit is 
« at beſt uſeleſs, and the Preacher a Cypher; 
that the Want of this is probably one main 
40 Cauſe of the Contempt, into which our Order 


« is fallen; and the great Source of Irreligion 


and Infidelity too; for we preach in ſuch a 
« Manner, as to diſguſt rather than edify thoſe 


« that hear us; and are content to deliver the | 
4 ſublimeſt Tr uths in Tones of Fiction ſo that 


„for Want of Skill in ſpeaking, our Know- 
« ledge and Piety are of little Uſe to the World.“ 


This, and a great deal more of the like Kind, 


you may read in the 155 Chapter of that Hook, 
and in ſome other Pages of it. 

I could wiſh that the ingenious 13 
n he had been more profuſe of the Charras 


fects; and not ſet up the one as a Foil to the 
other. For though I would not ſuppoſe, that he 
wrote with a Deſign to leſſen us; yet what he 
has wrote, may probably have that effect; un- 
leſs we can prevent it, and retrieve our Credit, 
by removing the Cauſe of Complaint. But 
how ſhall we be able to do this ? For the ſame 


Author ſays, That the bad Habits we have 


acquired, cannot be removed but by the dili- 
gent Aſſiſtance of ſkilful Perſons; ; and none 


* ſuch-are to be ſound.” & 
But 
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(26), 


But let us, my-:Brethreo, for our, own, Sake, 
and for the Sake of Religion, ſee What we can 
do for ourſelves; and reſolve to do what we 
can: We cannot perhaps, through à Pefect in 
Education, attain to all the Skill in;Qratory, 
which we could wiſh to attain to; wiαοAn a- 
greeable Tone of Voice ; a graceful Geſture; a 
proper Action; and ſuch Arts as; I cannot de- 
ſcribe to you, becauſe, Fam a Stranger to them 

my ſelf; But yet, I hope, we: may attain to ſo 
much Skill in ſpeakipg, as not to defeat the End 
of our Inſtitution; but to preach with good 
Succeſs to all that are Siipoled, to mga obey 
the Truth. fi odd jig] 38 dl) Mn 

It has been before obſeryed,; that to inHHrull 
and to Perſuade are the two. main Points of our 
Office, as Preachers; Thanks to the Apolilc 
then, who by his Advice. in the Text has qua- 
led us for both. For. it, we take beed. 40 Our 
Dettrine, we "hall be ſupplied with the belt 
Means of I nſtru#tion ; $, if we take beed 7 10 Our- 
ſelves, we Shall be ſupplied with the beſt Means 
of " Perſuaſio on; and as it is our Duty to, preach 
good Dodirine, it muſt be. our Deſire to enforce 
it; that as our own Hearts are affected with it, 
che Hearts of the People may be ſo tob.— oF his 
will naturally! lead us to ſo much Elicution a as to. 


be heard ; to fo much Plainneſi as to be under- 
ſtood ; 


(17) 

ſtood ; and to ſo much Earne/ineſs as to make 
an Impreſſion upon the Minds of them that 
hear 085 

And wen found Dochine is thus babes 
and tecomended by a good Life, though ſome 
of the Arts of Oratory be wanting, * the Pul- 
« pit will not be uſeleſs, or the Preacher a Cy- 
0 9 but our Knowledge and Piety will be 
of great Uſe to the World:“ We have the 
Apoſtle's Authority for it in the Words before 
b that whoſoever continues to preach ſound 
Doctrine, and continues to live agreeable to the 
Doctrine he preaches, though he be not a con- 
pleat Orator, will at leaſt be an 2/% u Preacher ; 
and effectually anſwer the End of his Inſtitution; 
fit in doing this, faith he, thou ſhalt both ſave 
thy Jl, and them that hear thee. 


II. This is the Reward propoſed for our En- 
couragement in our Duty, If by our good 
Lives, and good Doctrine, we propagate Reli- 
gion 00 Virtue in the World, we ſhall fave our- 
klyes and them that hear us from endleſs Mi- 
ſery; and advance ourſelves and them to endleſs 
Happineſs ; — That Happineſs for which we 
avere made; that which we loſt by the Sin of 
on the firſt Man ; and which we could never have 
Men bad not Chriſt « come into the World 1 

"0 fo 


618) 
to put away Sin, and regain it for us 5: the $a- 
crifice of himſelf. n 1 540 

For this gracious End he came into be wolld; 
for the ſame End he revealed his Doctrine; and 
appointed Preachers in his Church, that all Men 
might know what he had done for them; and 
what they muſt do for ne toxttain that 
Happineſs. 

In this Work are we codes 4 Wan Chriſt, 
How honourable then is our Office! how uſe- 
ful and beneficial to Mankind ! We teach them 
not how to be rich and great in this World 
(perhaps we ſhould be more followed, -and more 
admired, if we did ſo;) but we teach them how 
to attain true Happineſs 1 in the next; ſuch Hap- 
pineſs as this Life is not capable of, either for 
Excellency or Duration; becauſe it is to con- 
tinue for ever; and is ſuch as Eye bath not ſeen, 
nor Ear heard, nei ther hath. it entered into the 
Heart of Man to concetve it. 


Io encourage us in the 900d Work, i wal 


we are employed, we. have the Promiſe of a 
' Reward. in that happy State. In this Life we 
are nat to expect any; for we know. that the 
good Things of it, though the Allotment. of 
God, are not deſigned as Rewards for Service 
done; but as Talents for Improvement to be 
| Made: If any of theſe are given us, We may 


accepii. 


(19) 
zept and enjoy them, as the Gifts of God; but 
mult not forget, that we are anſwerable for the 
Uſe of them to him that gave them. 
But the Rei we look for is in a better 
pace; and f/ tee wait with Patience, it will be 
given us, When our Work is done; for in due. 
Seafon wwe ſhall redp, if we fat nt not. 
This is the Hope that is in us; the common 
Hope indeed of all Chriſtians; that upon which 
they are to act in the ſeveral Stations of Life; 
n ind which they are to have in View in all the 
Good they do upon Earth : This we propoſe 
bo them, to ſupport and encourage them in heir 
Duty z and this we muſt propoſe to ourſelves, to if 
ſipport\and encourage us in ours.” For ve, and 3 
they, are all zo ſerve the Lord Chriſt; and what #4 
we do, we are 10 do it heartily, as to the Lord, 43 
and not unto Men; knowing, that from bim we 
fall receive a n 50 our true and Joithyal þ 
Jervrce. | 

And this Reed, we are aſſured, will not 
only be great and glorious, but proportionable 
to every Man's Labour. For when the Time 
of Recompence is come, that the Labourers are 
u 9s have their Hire, the Fudge of all the Barth 
Vice T % right ; all Honours will then be diſtri- 
to beſf buted with an impartial Hand; and every Man 
Wn vil receive according to his Works. He that by 
1 his 
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his Life and Doctrine has done the leaſt Good. 
ſhall not be unrewarded; but he that has done 
moſt, will be deemed worthy of Honour ac. 


cording to the Good he has done; and, as our | 
Lord expreſſes it, will be Nb den in ' the 


' Kingdom of Heaven. 
Now if Heaven be en to Bath, and 


Things eternal to Things temporal, what great. 


er Encouragement, my Brethren, can we de- 
fire, than what our Lord and Maſter has given 


us and what do we want more, to animate us | 
in our Duty, and to make us exert ourſelves 


in it? If the Proſpect of Honour and Intereſt in 


this World be the common Excitement to other 
Men to do-what is graat, how much more mult | 
the Proſpect of Honour and Intereſt in Heaven 
excite us to do what is god? For here after all 
their Pains, they often fall ſhort! of their Hope; 
rbere we ſhall certainly attain cu; here they | 
may not be able to advance themſelves by al 
they can do'; there w certainly ſhall advance our- | 
ſelves, if we do hat we can; and how low ſo- 
ever we are in this World, and how little ſoever 


we are eſteemed in it, we may be made to fit 


in high Places, and be greatly eſteemed in the 


Kingdom of God. — Who would not think 
then that Sohmon had more Knowledge of 


55 nn — we are willing to allow him; 
4h when 


revil'd in like Manner; 


(-ar ) 
when behas ſaid in his Book of Neunte 11. 30. 
that be That avinneth Souls is wie? 
From what has been ſaid upon the Text, allow 
me to make an Application; though the Bujineſs 


of the Day will not allow it to be a long one.” 


1, If we take heed to Ourſelves as we ought 


to do, let us not be dejected, if we meet with 


ſuch Uſage from the World as we ought not. 
It may be, that with all our Care we cannot 
gain Eſteem; but we. ſhall not deſerve Con- 
tempt: we may not by all we can do, be had 
in Honour; but we.ſhall not by any Thing we 
do, be had in Diſgrace. Men may diſparage our 
Office, but we ſhall not debaſe it; and if they 
will ſpeak evil of us, only becauſe we belong to 


Chriſt; our Comfort is, that our Maſter was 
and our Support will 


be, that we ſuffer in a gaod Cauſe, as our bleſſed 


Lord ſuffer d before us: And well may we 
rejoice, as the Apoſt les did, that. we are counted 


But if we are careful not to give any real 


Causſe , Offence, why ſhould you, my Brethren 


of the Laity, be forward to ridicule, or revile 
us as if we were all bad Men? If you are truly 
good, you can have no Pleaſure in it; if you 
are not, you can receive no Benefit by it; it 


adds 1 no Credit to the one, and muſt be a Diſ- 


13F? {x Bo credit 
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credit to the other. You may ſay in your Ex- 
cuſe, © that it is the Cuſtom or Faſhion of the 
Times; bat 1 may ſay in anſwer to it, that 
in his, as in many other Things, « the Cuſtom 
or Faſhion of the Times is not good Ft id 
evil to ridicule and revile them, whom you 


ought 7o efteem very highly in Love for their 


Work's Sake; and you know, chat. you ſhould net 
follow a Multitude to do Bil. 3s, 

2. If we take heed to our Doctrine, that it 
be ſound and good; and ſtrive to 90 all the 
Good we can by preaching it ; our Intention 
will be approved of God, though our Doctrine 
be not regarded of Men, It may be, that we 
cannot do all the Good that we would; but our 
Satisfaction will be, that we have done all that 
we could: We endeavour to make Men wiſe 
unto Salvation; but they will not be made wiſe 
unto Salvation by us; we are ſincere, though 


we are unſucceſsful; and if we cannot fave 


them, we may hope at leaſt to fave ourſelves. 
But why ſhould not you, my Brethren of the 
Laity, deſire to be as happy, as we would have 
you; and mind the Things that will make you 
ſo? The End of our preaching is for your In- 
ruction; your Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, the 
Means to Happineſs if this depends more upon 
To Diſpoſition for hearing, than upon our 
Ability 


( 23) 


Ability in preaching, why ſhould you not be 


_ diſpoſed for the Words of eternal Life? Let me 


beſeech you therefore, Brethren, by the Mer- 


cies of God, to lay afide, all Filthineſs and Su- 


perfluity of Naughtineſs, and to receive with 
Meekneſs | the engrafted Word, which is able to 


ſave. your Souls ; to hear it with an honeſt and 


good Heart, and to bring forth the Fruits of it, 
in a ſober, righteous, and godly Life. — Then at 
the Judgment of the great Day, when we muſt 
all give Account of ourſelves to God, we may 
be found worthy of eternal Life; and hear that 


joyful Sentence pronounced by Chriſt; Well 


done ye good and faithful Servants, enter ye into 
the To of your Lord, Amen, 
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